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postponced thc next war by a singlce day. The moral principle to be
employed is obvious=--outlaw by international agreement the useof the
atomic bomb in warfare. But, man, despitc some hopeful signs of
progress in doing just that, is so snarled up in agrecing on the
details that one is inclined to question the good faith of some who
give lip service to the principle of outlawing the bomb.

The usual thing is to blame the other fellow. This is to pass
up the basic rule which is to cxamine our own hcarts first. Onc of
the rcasons given for using the bomb in the first place--which I shall
alweys rcgard as criminal--was that "if the other fellow had it he
would not hesitate to use it." On that basis of reasoning, our con-
duct would never be raiscd far above that of the lowest criminals in
our whole socicty.

Discovery of atomic cnergy could bc a big help in the practise
of democracy. dJust now, it is not an asset. Wrapped in sccrecy, with
thinking on all levels of society somewhat devoid of facts, we find
apathy, and tendency to leavec the whole question to our lcaders,

When the renk and filc of the people of this or any other country
with democratic prctentions becgins to fecl that the determination of
questions shall be lcft to their rulers without intense public
discussion and debate wec arc on the highroad to authoritarian govern-
ment. And that road, paved with good intontions up to thc first fork,
leads only to war,

Pcace may be unattainable. There are men, practical, tough
thinkers, who belicvec that. They call themselves recalists. People
who belicve peace coan be achicved for a long period of time arc celled
"i{dcclists," too oftcn today a torm of rcproach. Clesely atomic
energy challenges pcace, the practisc of democracy, and man's capacity
to control the wild forces about him with moral principlcs which are
not hard to find but difficult to apply and harder to live with.

Thoughtful pcople arc dccply troubled by this challenge, but
docilc too. I have talked with many of them in this and other
countriecs. I spcsk of men of good will, whosc objectives are peace
and decency-~who fecl that the resourccs we periodically throw away
in warfarc, if utilized in a democractic, aggrcssive manncr between
wars, might do away with thc basis cconomic causes of war. In these
conversations, I find this scntonces, in many languages, repcatced
froquently,

"If only the peoplc, the ordinary pcople, had a2 chancc to under-
stand; then these pecople, who bear the brunt of war in lives lost,
trecasure spent, and pain and suffering, would work to make atomic
energy their servent and not their master--as it now promiscs to be."

chﬂmizg?ytgo not mean that cach of us necd become a physicist or

- one; noy feol rather that if we would explore the meaning of this
new 8Y, and discuss its implications, that we could and would
influoncc wisely and cffectively the coursoe of action, not of govern-—
ments alone, but of man's bssic cttitudes towards the proper and tho

improper uses of ctomic forces.

Pcrhaps this is hoping too much. But if we adopt thc premise
of nontrust in the collective judgment of pcople, we are giving up
on human society, seeking retreat where there 1s ne retreat. I,
for one, will not sell mankind short, mankind which has proven rcpecat-
edly great capacity for adaptation, for digesting change. Instecad,
I want to work in the hopc that we may advance steadily towards the
goal sct by our creator.

I, thorefore, welcome the opportunity, despite a busy schedule,
to help the atomic energy information program of the Loudoun County
Provisional League of Women Voters. Its objective is to bring to the
residents of the county, through every available means, an opportunity
to gain a greater understanding of atomic cnergy and its implications;
to assist everyone in evaluating the altornatives open to us as
citizens if this new force is to be made the scrvant of mankind and
an instrument of peace and good. .

It is a significant project, If it succeeds, as I know it can
with your ccoperation and thatof other leaders, than the project
will kindle interest in other arcas., And, everyone who knows atomic
energy, urges intensifying of thinking, of discussicn, of knowledge
of this subject.,

Civiec orgenizations of the county, the women's clubs, the school
offiaials‘ the Parent-Teacheys associatinns. the press, all these are
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